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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Happy New Year!  
 
There is much to be thankful for at Peekskill High School. I am thankful for the opportunity to 
serve as your child’s principal for another year. I am equally thankful for being a member of a 
committed community and having a dedicated staff that puts the needs of children first. The 
faculty of PHS has committed themselves to an overarching goal: Embrace the mindset of 
collective ownership which will allow us to create a safe and orderly school environment that 
permits teachers to implement effective learning strategies and allows students to maximize 
their full potential.  
 
The staff and administration of PHS are thankful for your trust and continued partnership. 
Through active collaboration, we are creating home/school partnerships that encourage ALL 
students to flourish and Dare to be GREAT. We have amazing students striving to achieve 
their dreams and greatness. Your nurturing and tender touch laid the foundation to make this 
possible.  
 
With the retirement of Mr. Kent Picou, Assistant Principal, we welcome Mrs. Rachel Blount who was 
appointed by the Board of Education in December as the Interim Assistant Principal of Peekskill High 
School. Mrs. Blount comes to PHS with extensive experience working as an English teacher, mental 
health professional, school social worker, dean of students, and assistant principal.  Mrs. Blount has 
over 18 years of experience working in New York City schools, Rikers Island, Hempstead Public 
Schools, Roslyn School District and most recently, the Somers School District. Mrs. Blount has 
worked as a building administrator at every level and has a proven track record of effective 
leadership. With her years of experience working as an educator, Mrs. Blount is poised to continue 
the good work at PHS. As the students and faculty know, she has hit the ground running. 
 
At the high school, since the start of the school year, the entire faculty has continued to engage in 
practices best described as cultural competency, which is supported by the work promoted by TAC-D 
from New York University.  
 
“Cultural competency is the ability to successfully teach students who come from cultures other than 
our own. It entails developing certain personal and interpersonal awareness and sensitivities, 
developing certain bodies of cultural knowledge, and mastering a set of skills.” 
 
As educators living in a diverse world and working in an ethnically, economically, and culturally 
diverse community such as Peekskill, it is critically important that we develop an understanding of 
cultural competence and a willingness to amend our practices and those of colleagues, friends and 
family members, when needed. See the 6 minute video link below. It provides a great orientation to 
cultural competency.   https://youtu.be/U42MApeXi9w 

 

 

Rodney Arthur 

Principal 

https://mail.peekskillcsd.org/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=4cM_neN6vhTbzaWyTZzx1gImfWDuDMyb-7CeWuGy7X42_prpIVHUCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwB5AG8AdQB0AHUALgBiAGUALwBVADQAMgBNAEEAcABlAFgAaQA5AHcA&URL=https%3a%2f%2fyoutu.be%2fU42MApeXi9w


 

 

Highlights: 

 

On Monday, January 15th, Miss Debra Martinez was an award recipient at the 17th Annual 
Legacy Youth Awards Luncheon sponsored by the African American Men of Westchester. The 
event was geared at honoring the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Debra was the 
recipient of the Social Justice Award which is given to a student who upholds a standard of 
integrity and focuses on the pursuit of fairness, justice and the equitable distribution of 
resources for all. The award came with a monetary gift of a $1,000.00.  
 
On Thursday, January 11th, the teachers of the PHS Science Department coordinated a trip 
to the American Museum of Natural History for 110 students. The trip served as a culminating 
activity for students scheduled for earth science and astronomy classes.  
 
On Friday, December 22nd, was the final day of the second Spirit Week at PHS. The initial 
spirit week was held from October 16th through October 20th.The Holiday Spirit Week was a 
creative idea of the PHS Student Council. The members of the student council recognized that 
the holiday season is not always a joyous occasion for everyone and wanted to offer students 
and faculty a week filled with joy and excitement and friendly competition. Through collective 
ownership, each group (freshmen, sophomores, juniors, seniors and teachers) was required to 
build a team of 12 players and expected to participate in the “Reindeer Games” competition in 
the gym – a relay race to “decorate” a human holiday tree at half court and performed their 
selected holiday song. The teams were also required to decorate the hallway reflecting their 
selected holiday song. Students and staff competed in other events requiring them to sing and 
dance in front of the entire student body. Words can’t describe the experience! While the 
seniors won the first spirit week, the freshmen won the winter spirit week. The student 
attendance for the final day of school before the winter break was 95.4%.     
 
On December 16th, Peekskill High School, Vocal Jazz Ensemble, The City Singers was the 
opening act at the Paramount Theatre for the production of, “Into The Woods”. After 
performing several songs, the group received a standing ovation. The City Signers also 
performed at the Peekskill City Hall on January 1st at the inauguration of the newly elected 
Mayor Andre Rainey. The group performed two numbers: “Amazing Grace” and America, the 
Beautiful”. The student performers captured the attention of the crowd, as they did at the 
inauguration of Senator Murphy in 2017. The City Singers are led by Mr. Larry DelCasale. 
They are an amazing group of students with an extraordinary talent. During the 2016-17 school 
year, the group received a level VI, the highest level at the New York State School Music 
Association.    
 
On Thursday, December 14th, New York State Senator Mr. Terrence Murphy visited Peekskill 
High School to present Miss. Valentina Loaiza, PHS senior, with the U. S. Presidential Scholar 
Award. Valentina is in her senior year at Peekskill High School and has a GPA of 99.69. 
Senator Murphy nominated Valentina for this award to recognize her outstanding academic 
achievements and community service. The U.S. Presidential Scholar award is one of the 
nation’s highest honors that a high school student can receive. Valentina is one of twenty-five 
students in New York State selected for this honor.      
 
In November 2017, students in our English as a New Language Newcomers program and the 
PHS Advanced Art students collaborated during the month of October on a unique project. The 
art students conducted interviews with our ENL students and documented their journey 



traveling to America. After a two day interview process, each art student created an art piece 
for one newcomer student which honored their individualized experience. When the art pieces 
were completed, all the students joined together to celebration. This was the first year that the 
art department and ENL program partnered together. The experience was emotionally draining 
and highlighted for everyone that America remains a beacon of hope to many people around 
the world.   
 
The art department has selected 21 students in grades 11th and 12th to participate in the Young 
Docent Program. These advanced art students will learn how to become docents and what 
goes into an art exhibition. The students will also expectations and protocols for giving guided 
tours and will participate in guided tours of the Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary Art 
HVCCA in Peekskill.    
 
In November 2017, PHS has had twenty-five students selected to participate in the Monroe 

College Jump Start Program. “The Jump Start Program is a program that allows public high 

school seniors to enroll full-time in career and technical education programs at participating 

Community Colleges. Students earn high school credit for college courses they successfully 

complete during their senior year.” This is a great opportunity for students to receive an 

authentic college experience.     

 

In November 2017, nine PHS freshmen were selected to Today’s Students Tomorrow’s 
Teachers. The organization is led by Dr. Betty Perkins and strives to recruit, mentor and train 
culturally diverse and economically challenged students from high school through college and 
place them as effective teachers and committed leaders who strengthen schools and 
communities.    
 
Peekskill High School will host the second FTC Robotics Competition on Saturday, January 
27th. The doors will open at 10:00 a.m. with the opening ceremony scheduled to begin at 
10:30. We expect 21 teams to from the tristate area to participate in this year’s event. It will be 
an excellent opportunity for our students to showcase their creative minds, talents and skills. 
PHS has two robotic teams. One team will serve as the host team, while the other team will 
compete in the competition. Many of the schools we will compete against have had robotics 
teams for more than 8 years, and have developed funding networks to sustain their robotics 
program. The PHS Robotics team is in its fourth year and we are always looking for cooperate 
sponsorships. Come out and support the Iron Red Devils. “If you want something you’ve 
never had, you must be willing to do something you’ve never done.” - Thomas Jefferson   
 
Thursday, November 30th, as a result of the coordination and combined efforts of Mr. George 

Goess, English Teacher, and Mrs. Angela Byrnes, English Teacher, we had successful Blood 

Drives in September and November. Thus far, we have 267 registered donors and collected 

total units of 178. The majority of our registered donors were PHS students. This is an 

extraordinary accomplishment achieved by students.    

In October 2017, 50 PHS students had the unique opportunity to visit our nation’s capital, 
Washington D.C., for a two night trip. The trip served as a culminating activity for students scheduled 
for U.S. History and Participation in Government classes. It provided the students with a rich 
experience in making their textbook and course content come alive. Because of the continuous 
support of the PHS faculty, eight deserving students, who were not able to pay $225.00 for the trip, 
were able to participate. As part of their itinerary, the students received a private tour of the United 
States Capitol building and other national landmarks. They visited the new National Museum of 



African American History and Culture. This unique opportunity will remain etched in the students’ 
memories forever. 

In October 2017, the students and faculty of PHS welcomed Ms. Margaret Ellis, School 
Counselor to our family. Ms. Ellis comes to PHS with extensive experience working as a 
school counselor at Cardinal Spellman High School in the Bronx. In her role as a counselor at 
Spellman, she developed a strong partnership working with the NCAA, and is knowledgeable 
of the NCAA clearing house process.  Ms. Ellis is assigned to work with students in grades 10 
through 12. In the short time that Ms. Ellis has been at PHS, she has proven to be an 
invaluable resource to students, families and staff.    
 

The PHS School Leadership Team is scheduled to make its annual presentation to the Board 

of Education on Tuesday, February 6th. This will be an opportunity for the high school SLT to 

highlight continued steps taken to improve the school culture, increase teaching and learning 

and prepare our students to be college and career ready. Moreover, we will provide evidence 

to support our school-wide effort to address literacy and the five tenets outlined in the PHS’s 

Comprehensive School Improvement Plan. This plan drives ALL of our decisions. This means 

that the time allocated for professional development and faculty meetings are being used 

consistently to support our work with the five tenets. The presentation to the Board of 

Education will demonstrate that PHS has fully embraced the challenge and has taken decisive 

steps to implement recommendations with fidelity. It is the collective responsibility of the 

School Leadership Team to be the vehicles of change at PHS.  

 

The five tenets are as follows:  

o Tenet 2: School Leader Practice and Decisions 

o Tenet 3: Curriculum Development and Support 

o Tenet 4: Teacher Practice and Decision 

o Tenet 5: Student Social and Emotional Development and Health 

o Tenet 6: Family and Community Engagement 

 

It should be noted that the PHS staff continues to collaborate with Dr. Christine Clayton of 

PACE University in deepening our understanding and practice of Inquiry Based Learning. For 

the school year, we have held several workshops and our students are benefiting greatly from 

this professional learning experience.    

 
Important Dates: 

  
 January 22nd – English (AM) and Living Environment (PM) Regents 

 January 23rd – US History & Government (AM), Geometry (AM), Algebra 1 (PM) Regents 

 January 24th – Global History & Geography (AM) and Physical Setting/Physics (AM) & Algebra II  

(PM) Regents  

 January 25th - Physical Setting/Earth Science (AM) and Physical Setting/Chemistry (AM) Regents 

 January 26th – 2nd Quarter Marking Period Ends 

 January 26th – 2nd Quarter Report Card Window Opens at 8:30 a.m.  

 January 27th – FTC Robotics Competition from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 January 29th – 3rd Quarter Marking Period Begins 



 January 31th – 2nd Quarter Report Card Window Closes at 8:30 a.m.  

 February 2nd – 2nd Marking Period Report Cards Mailed to Parents 

 February 2nd – Half-day (Students dismissed at 11:06 a.m.)  

 February 6th – PHS Presentation to the Board of Education in the Library at 7:00 p.m.  

 February 7th – Faculty Meeting in the library from 2:52 p.m. to 3:52 p.m.  

 February 19th - President’s Day (No School) 

 February 20th to February 23rd – Winter Recess (No School)  

 
As I close, please consider the following quote by the late Nelson Mandela, “Education is the 
most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rodney Arthur 
Principal   
 
 
 
 

                             


